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another. Declaring furthermore unto the said Emperor and
other, as ye shall have occasion, and as ye right well can after
your accustomed wisdom and dexterity, that considering not only
our first marriage contracted with the said Lady Katharine to
have been by the most famous clerks of Christendom proved,
adjudged, and determined very incestuous and unlawful, and
direcdy against the laws of Almighty God (wherewith no man
can dispense) but also perpending the danger that thereof might
have ensued hereafter to us, our realm and succession; we could
no less do, (unless we should seem to contemn the word and laws
of Christ), than utterly renounce and forsake the said incestuous
and unlawful matrimony, which being so found, justly proved
and determined as is aforesaid, we have now God's word and
laws standing with us, with no little advice and deliberation, and
in clearing and discharging of our conscience, lawfully ensued
and accomplished. Trusting that not only the Emperor, but all
other good people sincerely revolving and animadverting our
lawful and just proceedings, with also the sincerity and justness
of our cause, which the Bishop of Rome himself confessed to be
jtist and lawful, and that by him we therein had sustained no
little injury; insomuch that he promised our good brother the
French King that, if we would send a proxy, he would, at his
meeting with our said good brother at Marseilles, give sentence
in our principal cause with us and on our part, which we, being
a king, and (knowing ourself not bpund so to do by the laws of
God), utterly refused, so as because we would not thereby con-
descend nor agree to the usurped jurisdiction and authority of
him that is and ever hath been the only enemy of kings, ne
would, in derogation of ours and all other princes' powers, con-
sent to support and condescend to his long said usurped jurisdic-
tion and authority which so much hath heretofore blemished and
defaced the privileges given by God to all princes and kings. He
therefore unjustly and maliciously hath pronounced sentence
against us, notwithstanding our appeal to the general council
lawfully made before. Whereby you may perceive he did the
same rather for malice and the maintenance of his own usurped
power, authority, and too much mundanity, than for any respect
that he had to the mere truth and verity. ...